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WAR DEPARTMENT 
OFFICI! OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF 

WAIHioiGITON. 

April ' 1919. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF· 

Subject: The T. and T. ~ipher System. 

1. Attached is a. letter to the Secretary of War from 
Mr. George Fabyan, of Geneva, Illinois, in which Mr. Fabyan 
transmits a decipher.ment of a cipher message which he asserts 
was submitted to him -oy the Alnerica.n Telephone and Telegraph 
Compe.lll' as a test message ttfor the ptU'pOSe of ascertaining 
the possibility of its decipherment by the en~" and on the 
basis of this decipherment asserts that "the enemy can deci
pher messages sent by this system." 

2. Inasmuch. as the A· T. and T. system has been and is 
used for Army messages of the highest importance and is re~~
ed by Army experts as absolutely indecipherable, a carefUl i~
vestiga.tion of Mr. ~~yan•s claims has been made. 

3. It appears: 

a} That the message deciphered was n~t submitted 
as a test message but as one of two concerning which it was ex
pressly stated that ~~ey undoubtedly could be deciphered and 
that they did not represent the system in use. 

b) ~t of the four messages submitted to Mr. 
Fabyan on June 11, 1918, as test messages, not one nas been 
solved. 

4. It is recommended that the attached letter, signed by 
the Acting Seoretar,y of War, be sent to Mr. Fabyan. 

2 enc. 
bbm 

•i 

M. Churchill, 
Brigadier General, General Staff, 
Director of Militar.¥ Intelligence. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 
Jlaltoh •• 1919. 

1M ci&Dpn of twt eo-o&ll_,. iaiaol;p!leJIG'ble Jlaobtraa Ol:pben.' 

I. 

we .,. lnfollll84 •• a·._, ID81W ·otJ)te• •" l1lbJd tte4 
to ti.e' llQUbaatJ tor ita 1118 ad; 111L40\\bteG.r, tbe laeat OJaG waa 
a AMBBJO.U t&IPJIOBI .AD m-,.DAPB oourm•s ODRIB nmm 
!JILICNW>a MOBbS, WUO, 118 D4el'etaa4t 1'IBEt 840»te4 br tile De-
pattaeDt alter .- »eputr.maat M4 beoa aeaue4 'bJ ''" U'J81'ta 
tllat a&e o&,_. 1MB lzaleol-.el'8bl•• 

a aae AIDUloan te'epJacme aa4 M.G8i'&Jh OorQD~ 81ibml. ttect. tile 
followl.llc teat _.a_,. to Dlvel'baDk tu tlle. PQ70se ot aeoel'tala
ba ae po$~Jlltta.tv ot i• eeot~t ._, flbe ....... 

DAPPP PNIJ I.UUI llt8~ RBV! ._ Wt$& '11011 J4IJil JU.HK .11'1610 ft821 

tall Balfl JIS&Q -OJU6 URJI tmPal L'SIU 44liUB UUA . 1Jft6l BOa'lD ll1WJ 

DW JWU GJ'IGR BCIGl!rO 8UJQ I1JDIQ BftiP OIOJI D6ID AIQDI 7BDtl' MVOP 

.API'.AB KODil Jq4\'IJI SI.OD RID VJABJ 12176 . DASW.B CIJIU lm.Ta& 61QllV sii.SJl 

.LDPI 181ft ao&2 DID GfQII 4NLB8 YGWSr VIIDf BYOJ8 tnua CJ)RP DOBOS 
-

WIIOK GVJ& Bfi1Vf JQJ'D8 AiQDI ~ DOU OU4Q6 VaLVA 9ft.'IJI GDIQ! E'IOOII 

J&'IB A1mAZ enD :IDI&I QUIA DQU 1IIIIJf1 5JQJ auJilll WDPU YAOAI LEf8t 

IGaVa RlclW 6DS11 Rtt4 ISiifJt :r.&1UJ &1'S8 YOlUJI Qr,L6B DXSGW 6BJJt'l DJ.'fO 

BOJD 88rU mtal ISB86 SJ.I'IQ HQDXB 4BYPJ. MJJ)B IVODG lHGB.I UfDJ IQ.tf8B 

UIOJI J.IDift . .,U 10417 ~ GBPrO - IGOD 6Giill 78LI9 IIIBQ DCQJ 

~ JlLD. 

·I 

BUGCJJm &:$111W. 180\!m -00 ~ LBVUDWi .tS IKPIO!ID to .AlllllVa A! CM..Al&!l • 

BAWIDAY ~L I WIDI J.lVISJOliJ 80&. 249 AD MY AIIL\L SQUADIQIIJ 11 12 AD ~ 

UGIA.lt IAIIAI.lOD 16 86 AIDit AMW.BHI' SlllOIIOIS to 41 AIMS BOS.ti!AL SllllflOBS 
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. . . L we _.,. o-r -~' _.,a._.,a --~ ~ alao ~ 4e.ql,_~ 
~ QlW ot bebtl OOJIIIJ,&•* ttt file ue ef ~~ wteaA ot •»el-
li.IIC ... ,. 

J;a .ali•P~ ~ -.~ - tlils ~·•• ,.. a , • ._,~ ., ,,. 
~'*'*'-• .e veatue _tbe •»•• Oat tae ....., oaa d$tl:pbe• ••eases 
. seat lw tldt st•teli. _) , ' 

••peotf\Q.J.v anlbidtW. to, ¥• llat.olaati..-.· ' . . 
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WARllEPu·. --~ 
-9FFlOE Oi'' IS OBIBF OF S!I!AFF 

WASKIH!fOll··. 

-4! -GeQJl'ge ''*'~ lli'r,...,._.._....,- Wo · ~~Ai'tea --~ ra~- • . ~- ·~~~~-4! .. 
·Deal" :~u•: 

•. l,f'l.$. 
, I . ·. • • 

. t'Qaf. ... $t.t_l'· of ~- • ~se~til tile -oplat.OQ tbet tile 
~ 1 

.. 4eOl:PM, -~····· 1W tilt; .... 4Et"t1s.el v- .AIQ.$P.. 
~ M~ a4 te).ep&pll o~~- lo oot&J•tl~ "'* .,.rt., o• 
-- wu .~tmfiu~ ,_, t•J..vei -. ... o•tu:tatlot.a. .. 

r ~,.·Do'- ~9 .. -. .,..,: ~ :a~.-~·"• . .., ... 
sage.~ "1; .. ao1•e.4 .•• : •bl24ttff4 to ,. •• l - wo~ .• , ... a 

· t«ts:t lil8e.,ag& bUt •• ®a Ql ·two •• 1'~ · ~· 'tUOh 1011. ·••• ax»ni~Sl~' 
. toli: U.t t11t1 OC$14 ..... btt;llJ ,., '80l'f.d ~ thaJ ~ 4Sl· ~' ._. 
ree•t tb.e mtaa $a ~. . 

i 

, .... t.sSG$88 IJ'Ql'ft[IIJEtUtbliJ tb6 ·••• hi USf 'WU~~ 1 ~ 
'~·· ·-lttet. t.~ v• ~;e ttt&J\._~· tt ~ ~oo.t4 $a teoipf&e.t-

. -.~~~ otJ'8 _ • ot t))Oae, ~~ W1-U:. ·~-- the 1Dse'~l'J of the qstem. 
$ ~\4 t»e ~'~s~ to· ·•~ ~00 ~ •haye ~ tb.la, J 

I 1'_ ... 8 Qft. -~ll'.tt: 
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