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WASHINGTON.

April s 1919,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF.

Subject: The T. and T, Cipher System.

1. Attached is a letter to the Secretary of War from
Mr. George Fabyan, of Geneva, Illinois, in which Mr. Fabyan
transmits a decipherment of a cipher message which he asserts
was submitted to him by the American Telephone and Telegraph
Company as a test message "for the purpose of ascertaining
the possibility of its decirherment by the enemy" and on the
basis of this decipherment asserts that "the enemy can deci-
pher messages sent by this system." .

2. Inasmuch as the A, T. and T. system has been and is
used for Army messages of the highest importance and is regard-
ed by Army experts as absolutely indecipherable, a careful in-
vestigation of Mr. Fabyan's claims has been made.

3. It appears:

a) That the message deciphered was not submitted
as a test message but as one of two concerning which it was ex-
pressly stated that they undoubtedly could be deciphered and
that they did not represent the system in use.

p) That of the four messages suomitted to Mr.
Fabyan on June 11, 1918, as test messages, not one has been
solved.

4, It is recommended that the attached letter, signed by
the Aeting Secretary of War, be sent to Mr. Fabyan.

\

M. Churchill,
Brigadier General, General Staff,
2 Director of Military Intellig=nce.
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Wo are informsd that o great mauy oiphers were cubmitted
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to the Department for ito use and, undoubtedly, the bdest ono was

0D AMBRICAR TELEFHONE AND PELAORAPR GOUPASY'S OIFHER PRINTING

TRLEGRAPE HACHIRE, which, wo undorstand, was udopted by the Do-

partment after the Dopartment hed beon assured dy its experts

that thie oiphor was indecipheorable.
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The Amerioan Tolophono and Tolograph Company submitted the
fenouhg teot mossage to Riverbenk for the jurpose of ascortain-

ing the possidility of ite deciphermsnt by the enemy:
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m above mpnsage translates:
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6 E%mamr tost mpoapgos which have alao been decifhored
in epite of Veing complicated by the use of nwmpals mteaa of spel~-
lm them outs

6 In mlgzans tho work of tliis machine and in forroting out its

- wanknooses, wo venturs the opinien that the m dan da¢irhor mansages
.8ent by this ayatem.;l .

Réspootfully submitted for your Moﬁ_naticm.'
(8igned) Pebyan
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Aprit o 191,

Ur. George Pabyain,
Rivervamk hatomﬁnﬁﬁs,
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' - your Lottér of Mirol 28 expressing the opinion that the

) enemy ¢on dediphor mussages sont by the system dovised by the Amere
foan feléphone snd Pelaogreph Gompuny in smjusotion with emperts of
the Wa¥ Dopo¥tment hae z'mivad el ootisideration.

Are you not mmm unfer: coms misapprohension? The mes-
sage you Bave solved wags submitted to you, I an informed, no¢ 48 a
© ¢860 meseage but as cie of two in regaxd to vhich you worg expressly
.told thab théy oonld wndsudtodly be solved and that théy am not Top
yosent tho gystem ia use,

Four mﬁaaagas representing the wstam in ueeg ma, I updere
stand, eatmistod €o you go tost moscages. 1If you susgeed in déciphors
g By (no of those, you will damwonatroté the insesurity of the syﬂtem.
3 ahoum vo intorested to Rnow mtm you have ome this, ]

J ~ Yours 'Véi? iy, : ‘

Bepedint Croveld,
Adting Seoretary of war. -
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