s ax; du very much for your nioe 1etter of 7 Ma.roh, 1962. S e
w:l-ecmi.p'!: X have given much thought to the matter of following up my ten-eativo EE
.'a.oceptan e £ your most courteous-invitation to attend the’ party or partiles -
iven!to velebrate your 70th birthdaymnm.ﬁrerﬁm‘.\g, “and have reached
> usio: 1R.whioh will be disappointing to all of uss In short, I find that
4t wiﬂ.l not 'be possible for us or ewven for me, to attend, ‘There are sevom).
: z-ea. ong and/ I domt think I}should; troubla you wi‘kh details. o

u-

,P*-'.

Pr:l.mrily our peraonal di,ffioulties with regs.rd to Ba.rbara.‘s unfortmmrko’""l
‘mu‘ita.l affairs are such that we do not want to leave Washington for sema -’
" times * Everything conspired to go against her in a terrifioc battle with a
“windictive and rich ex-husband whose principal aim is to hurt her. We got .
the best legal. vounsel-<highly recommended, yet they turned out, at least ;-_" '-.
~An our opinion,”to be incaupetents For some time things seemed to be going =
" yory well 'for Barbara and they became over-confident and let down their . - =, .
‘guarde 'S¢ Barbara is very much upset, although she iz putbing wp a tremen= 7
“ dous ‘and ¢owrageous battle to regaln her equilibrium. 'We don't want to leave -5""-}'
her at-a ‘lfime when she needs loving supporte. She has a nioce position in the ' )
' |8 congreszuan and has done seme wvery oreditable work, but. that :ll

T This logal batte haa baen vory expenu:lvo and I jua-b don'-b fee]. the,t we '
should spend what it -would cost to come over for a few dayse - Yes, I realizo
that you generously offered to finance the whole trip~ebut I just cannot let - .
you dothats’ You will recall -that from the very first contact I would not .-.Z:."--
“accopt ‘any favors, gifts, and so forth, sund the poasition I took at that time |
‘has been reinforced by several recently lssued directives of. considerable

. stringencye ' So I em regretfully having to tell you very frankly that I just .
‘cannot accept any financial assistance from you whioh would facilitate our .'
:)oining in the celebration for yowr birthdays - I think you will wnderstand - ’
why, will appreciate my deoision,.and won't allow it %o mterforo with our-*
;long-s’aa.nding friendly relations. rieithy f

. we o - e v L. L . FN ..; k) r . " .

It is possible 'bhat smno consulting buainosa will 'bring me’ ‘bo Europe soms )
. months’ from now, ' I shall not be ‘eager to go, but will do so if it becomes neoe- '
"'asa.r;r. Should: this happen I will of cowrse pay you & friendly wviait if you a.ro ‘
_available. ' 'We do mlss seeing you and Annie and we hope that you may soon come ;
‘Washington, a.t which ti.me we ahould ba 'v'ory happy to entertain you’ a.u.d Arm,io.

* My pa.per on Shakespeare is about ﬂ.nished. It haa 1nvolovad a lot of

mork-but no finanoial returne. ' Quite the ather way round, because it has -

oaused me e good ‘deal of expense for typing services, as well as so muich ot
dmo 'uhen' I might haye been engagod in ﬁnanoia.uy profj.ta.b].e researche ™




I'anm ra.thsr t:l.red ou'b i'rom the oonstant grind of 'hhe reaearch o.nd
wr:lting 1 have had to do in connection with the Shakespeare papers The '
-long wvorsion, which runs probably.to a couple 'of hours reading time,-what
<with innumerable footnotes, appendices, ete., will be published in the~ -

.This, we.are told, is"
the greatest academioc honor in the,uUnite (The As Po S¢ was founded
by Ben Franklin, "For Promoting Useful Knowledge™, and thus is the oldest "~

i learned ‘Society in the country.) The short wersion of my subject, which must
;w-be oonfined to 20 minutes, is the talk which I shall deliver on April 27, :
.‘El:lzabeth aid I'are now engaged in reduo:lns ¥
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