
Colcmel 'rb.cmaa a. king 
Merrick and nns 
1624 Eye Street 1 I' .. W. 
Washington 61 D. C, 

Dear Colonel Ki!JSI 

REF ID:A64662 

310 Second Street, S.l, 
llubiJ)gton 3, n. c. 
14 October l.95h-

In accord.allee v:lth your request I am returni:aa; hetWith the copy ot 
the brd Proce.d1Dg11 which ;you sent me on S October JS54. 

Although I ru:~.:cy eoncrur 1n the aoundneaJ ot ;,our proposal that )'O\l so 
baek at the !card and aek. tbat they recona1der the attar rrom the •t.lld· 
point at rq ba.Y1rlf5 1A tact pertormed the dllti•• that voul4 bt.ve 'been aub· 
1'tantiall.y performed by me had I been 1n un1torm, I thiDk1 wslea• :t am 
•f:riQWI~ in error J there 1• cme mare coiUtideration vb1ch OUGht to bet 
emphasized betore the loo.rd. :tt rela:bea to the irreauJ.ar Datura ~ the 
•cbtmica of 3Q' te:pa.ra.tion tree the Serlr~ce 1Jl 194-l, U I e.m 11()1; mistaken, 
the eepa.ration •• JIILde 1n an irregular JIIUU'l.Etr in that (l) 'there vaa at the 
time l vae on aQt1v• &lt;r a atatut017 requirement that. off'icera who are on 
active duty a.nd vho become incaxacitated be given the opp;n-tunity ot appear­
tq 'bef'ore a ~ knrq lte\irement Jcard 'before tirlal action 1a ta.'ken to 
retire hilll., and (2) tbia requirement wu not mat 1n J1V case. Had the Arlq 
•uthorit!es conformed to r.qu1rement juat atated ono ot the toll.OW11l8 tJW~tl 
lli&ht have occu.n-edt ( 1) 'the Arrq Retil'iDS brd lll1aht ha.ve tound me ~ 
tQporar1~ 111capac1tated ..... thi• later became & tac:t1 aa ahown by the Ar1ll',l 
Ret1ril:la :Board Vbicb •t 111 Jr:f QUe on 25 leptember l94t) ..... :b vbich ewnt 
X 'ti'OUld havct lleen aivan oonvale•cent l.-w I after which I vould have boen 
tound ti-t tor retunt. to chlt7J or (2) tba Aw:q R.nirina brd. mi&bt haft 
decl.tQ"ed • piZ"JIIUII!Intl)r izao&PJ.Oitateclf:or activa du'li7 and directed that 1 
be bosp1tal1sed :tor a autficient leDcfth (4 tima to aka aoma recover.r before 
being ae:Ear&ted. Itt thia rtent. I vould have bad raore than lutf"icient t:Lma 
to have acCUDIUl.ated a total ot 20 J't&r& t Mrviae. 

I ua ot the opislion that the former Corlt~ncy voul.d1 11MJeed, have 
occurred, I u rurther t:¥t tbe opiza1on that tbt a.~ion or tba Arrfl¥ au:thori­
ties in Jfl¥ caM S.n 1941 vu ~ too baftJ .. -mu.ob more R than vaa warranted. 
Jre,4 tlla tacilit:l.ea at Walter :Reed Hoa~pital been at all adequate at that tital, 
%WOUld have ac1e a lliU.Ch quicker ncOVGry tban l 414.--to:r- my recovttr.y vu 
aatuall.1' retarded 07 the boapitaliu.ticm. b tQ.ot 1•, that 1 bepn to :ret· 
ccver the cSq X lett Walter 1\eed, 

:tt 7011 t:S.ncl copney- in tba toresoh26 ~nt, ~ telepume a, 
.. I'd reaJ.l¥ like to kDow what 1'0\1 think. l'erhape tho ..,.rr aame arsu-nt 
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vaa :part ot fOUl" 1tatement when you appeared before the Board in 'Ill¥ bebal:t 
in .1\me l9531 boweftr, the Beard' • f1mH naa atJ4 conclue1ona make• JlO 
:J'$t'e:rent:$ to 1;he in'qular1t1oa 1n rq •eparation d l want to nake aura 
~t they g1w definite con.1&tration to DW' contention u Mt forth in 
thia letter. 
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