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VALUE OF TICOM DOCUMENTS IN WESTERN AREA SECTIONRS

AFSA 1k 248} 21 Feb. 1952
via 02, 23, 238

TICM docusents bave since 1945 proved to be of invaluable help to
& mutber of eryptanalytic sections working on countries in the Western Area, mnd
& ré-Burvey of the documents available is u'%antly bringing to light additional
material vhich will conaiderably expend ita usefulness.

These documents have in gemsral provided two kinds of assistance:

I. Direct: Specific codebooks and keys still in active use.

II. Indirect: A backgroud of informmtion on construction of
e¢odebooks, general cxyptographic practice, code instructions, security conscious-
neks, crypt vocabulary, and the like. Such s historical perspective is of incalculabls

vaive in understanding the present. EO 3.3(h)(2)
PL:,86—36/50 USC 3605
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I. Listed bHelow are TICOM documents which have been qrxi&;nct

a

immediate use, giving specific codes or tables in current use at the tim of

recedpt or sincea theng
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Identification of these compromised codsbooks with actively ueed

syitams has resulted in the saving of inestimmble sums of money in bookbreaking
persomnel, and of months and even years of wvaluvible time in reading the traffic

and getting the intelligance to ths interested comsumers. Buch identification,

4t should be pointed out, doss not take piace once and for all, making it possidvle

to discard the residus. The last exampie given is evidence of the continuing

uwsefulness of keeping TICOM documents readily available as new discoveries and
groblems dlsclose & need forr material mv‘ﬁ;lsly thought valueless.

1T, Fo less igportant - {n fect the chief enduring importance of
TICOM - is 1ts value in giving & historicsl perapective on cryptographic
practices of a given country, thus casting the light of the pest on present
jFtblems. This light comes from various soureds: obhsolete codebooks or
enciphering keys, cole and encipherment instructions (meny of which mccompany
the codabooks and keys), general cryptographic manuvals, Carman reports of their
éryptanalytic progress oft systems of varicus countries, and sves somelimes old

EO 3.3(h)(2)
vartime traffic and intra-governmental corresposdence. PL‘8\6—36/50 USC 3605
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Thus TICOM has played a considerable role in turming the art of

bookbreaking into a science. rﬁ -F-ﬁrr E ! I|E I: i;:
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D. German reports.
German wartime eryp‘hn-.lytie mﬁm on gystems of various ° - i

no\mtrie-h-wuaruleemtﬂmi utththa-hmm:lnedykwmheu

The value of all this genéral background material is none the
dass resl for being deyond the limits of precise méeaurement.




