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R!CCJilPIDATIC*S P'OR THE HANDLDIG OF PLACENAUS .ua> PLACEliAllE P'IL&S 
FOR SIQIUL Ili'HLLIGJIICI PUBP~ES 

I. llP!aiDCK Cl JJ.TA PLACI!lfJJOS tJHIT 
U. RJCCIIMl!'WDATI~S 

I. rw ~he pa•t ~ .. ,..a.r• \be wrlt.er ha.a bMD ooDO .. ned cl&U.f 111\h 

Tal'S.. probleu im'olTing the ideaU!iution and looa\ion ot pla'""U'•• in 

the Paoitic Th•t.er. hoa \he a:pvienoe ao &aiDed, it 1a !elt. t.hat. •enn.l 

ftlubl.e lea•ona baTe Mc1 learned aa:t that their pna•\a\ion in the tom 

e~it!Dn aaJ1 ~at. be ~n 1n \e,.. ot the hinorT ot the J&p&DMe J.:rrq 

Trattie J.ul.Ta1• appooaah \o \he ~. I\ .aft 'be ..... aisecl --\ t.be•• 
~ .... are~ a ooa.id.en.bl• ext.ct wd.qM MeauM ot the lanpa .. 

~ inrolnd aDd \be pecul.1az Jl&t.uft ot Japaua• Aatr \rattio. 'rh. priM 

illpori&noe or ~h· id.ent.i.Aoatioll or •peoit1• plaor•• and \heir QINUlecn.ion 

Gl' uaoci&tioa wi \h aipal u\irl\iu u an ,_..,1•\e aauro. at in\el.l.i&e ... 

1.8 r w1i 17 appar.rt.. !kat. \he rouUnc •18'- ua ed on Jap&neae AnfT tr&t'tio 

illwl'Hd a dapl.• eCMI.e enoiphertUnt. ot \he anul. pl.&oe et orilln and plue 

fit d•tiDatioD of •eh ....... in & rel&tiTell' low Jftde 11,18\ea poe&\17 in

CNUM. the eoope ot plaoen&M 1dent.1t1oatiou a.Urtv. 

In t.he la t.t..- halt or 191.2, when ai,?j fin&a procreu in th• reocmat.nc\1011 

et t.he•• rout.inc ~toe. -.. filoat .. c:te, "rn.t!ia ~aia bM•• i.n\ereaW in 

apeed,T iderrt.iti oa t.ion o! all pluaum 11 • thd"OJ't.UI&WlT no ocaprehe u1Te .-tud;r 

o! the pbonet.ioa ot Japm•• apelHng~~ of tonlp pl&CMOaea wen aftilable DDI' 

"'P8J'e pnit.Mra or Uat.inga in &lglbb, in ehaJout.er•, or ..nn in lam., ot 

Japanese •pellin«• o! plae«1 .... in the Pa41t1o nt.N'r anilable. Aa iniU&l 
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wMua in the aolutiao ot rout.1.n« 871t.u:. besan \o Tield a ateedU;r inoreuina 

'f'Olaie of plaoenPMa tor identitioat.ian, the u.ao\ loo&tion ot noh pl.&oeMM 

b.oa.- prw~iaite. Such aape u were an liable at. the ti.M and auoh guett.ec-8 

u o ould be found wre ooneult.d and foun1 tc ~ i.n.a4equa t.e. (The obi e1 reter

enoe ..,rka aT&il.&ble were ,.._veial World UJ.u {Rand Mol•lly, LoPdon Tia• 

au.\tev) and. lu;r lf7d.rolrapbic ottiee ",UOW • tor a pMitio areaa). A.a 

~ renal.ed that neither J.m:r Map Senioe nor Hu7 lf7*op-apb.io 01'!1o• 

~ to iuue a IIMJ"al pse\t.Ml" of the Pantie ~ in the thea near 

tutu.r. (.wah a psett.eer bu ntA app_,..d \.o d&\e) or wen aoon t.o .U:e anllable 

&&H'\\Mra ot aped.tic ai'WU within the 'lbe&\er, C&ptain Ho-Ard. Kart.in and t.he 

writer d.oicled t.o prepare, u a '-.por&J7 exped.1aJ:at, a 1aM"t.t..er ot the entire 

area baaed. an wbatwer aapa Rre a-.all.abl.e. !be "Guet.t.eer ot Paoitio 'nleat..r 

Pl&MN-•, Ciroular JX-J" -. iuued 8th Deo..mer, 1~). .U\bau&h \hia 

ptlbllcaUco bad reoopiMCI l1ai\.&t.1ona due to the Mtbod ot prep.ra\ion, it hu 

att.n.ot.d wi.deapread aD! 1ft\it1'inc popW.arltJ' - wer tC'IIU hundred and ruv 

ISOJJUI han been 41atributed. thl"oqhou.t. t.he 11'01"14. S~aequent.l.T the plaoenae 

unit OGl.l•ct.ed all psett.een, ape, plaoenue liatinp, et aetera 11h.ioh could 

be found and a oonaid.erable tile ia aTailable in addition \O tbe ohief index 

et plaa.,.... by Jafafte •• apel.l.in«. 

The priaar;r p-oblc taoeti bT l'rattio .tn&l.;raia in oonnMtiOil with proc .. aing 

tra!tic ... ideatitic:at.ion or \he pl.&oe o! oria1n aDC1 dat.inat.ion of .. aeag.a, 

the tera1w: at oirouiu, et.o. ltdah ooulcl be d.et.eai.Ded. ohietl.T rroa toM 

opc-at.on 1 ohat.tar and l"OUt.in& qat.ua. The .PJ"Obl.- i.m'oJ.yecl \b. TU"i<Ma aeana 

ayailabl.e t.o t.he Ja?&DU"" tar writing their J..a.nauqe, \he phonetaa ot \heir 
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l.anpace, plu. t.be nat.i•e n..e ot the place oonownecl Jhiah wuld at bat ~ 

known to ua b;r an En«lllh Pbonetio awroxiu.Uon of the Dat.in aou.nda. llthCN,&h 

nriou U...Un.p of ooriiNpOilcting &J&li•h and Japan••• phOI*Il• were aftUable, 

it wu found that pl.&~ apelliJl&8 clid not .t.riot.l7 oontol'll to t.h .. • rul.• 

and aub..:ptnt experience ol.aarl.J" indioat.a, 1n \he beliel o! the wri.ter, that 

pl&oenae id.ent1!1..o.a\1on 11 a aeparate probl• troa that o! general tranalation 

and ahoulcl be handled aa euoh. 

[nowledge at tzoa!!1o moveiMnt, oil"cuit War•ti~, aend.ing and reeeirl.D& 

relat1onah1ps, all ~ai.Md rrom handling a oon.iderable T01Wil8 o! aeaaap., aaaia'\ 

in the selsction of a probabJ., 1dentif'1eat.1on. An e:xaaple ot a tratrio &na.lJ'wl• 

pl.acen&lllll 1dent1!1cation and that macle by a translator _.,. be .. c in the tollo1J-

1ng exu.ple: A aesaaga !rOll an air unit, oarried. b1 Ord.er o! Battle in Sout.haon 

Korea, cont&inad \extu.al. re!armee to the prea.anoe of el..-nt1 ot it..l o~ at 

Ta.iclen Airfield.. In \be ... sage tba Gharao\en o.an be rM.d TAI DD ar OU TA. 

The translator arbitl'aril.)r took the r•41.ng OUTA and it ._, publilhed in the 

bulletin. The rcuti.ll£ line of the ...... ,. CJ&rriad a n\.E)er oor:NOtl.y identified 

u Taidan !rca circuit eTidenc. uaUabla throu&b Trattio lnal.Tai•· Th• ditficult..T 

arose froa the fact that \he ..... character•, read Ol11'A, re:preamt an iapori.ant 

Central Hon.hu Airfield. Any !WIIIber of a Wlar .a:reapl .. can be addu.oad. A 

a&ptured up ot the Phllippt.n.s showing radio etationa b)" ialand -. :reoeiTed 

ahortly &tter the inn.aion ot Leyt..a. Traul.ator J)G"IOMel att.alpted. to 14entif7 

t.he placee with approxiat.e t1tt.1 perc.ent wco•••· 'rbe wrl tar, aillply b7 

conault.ing uallable sazetteera &nd o~ing the oaptured •P to a •taNlard u.s. 

map o! ahdlar .cal.e, identifiacl be\ter than ninfl..y-f1•e percent of the DUI88 in 
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Japalleae apelling with the aft...:L plaoe ud tVId.lllecl the eoerdiD&tu. 'ftle 

translator •a version ha4 dona Uttle aona tball oo'ftftn \he lc&b& auai)$ t.o 

Bepborn roaaj1. 

AI. uperienoe .. acquired trOll the 4aUT inoreaaiD& DDIIber ot apellera, \he 

volume ot 1dent.it!oatione atead' lT in&naaecl aad a eoulclerabl• t!le •• R.U\ 

up. 87 Februa17,. 191.3 it •• poaaibl• t.o publ.Uh a liat.ln& et 14erat.it:led 

sptlll• comb:l.natiolll deriTed. trOll the Oak aDd Plue DD S7llaltaria wld.eh ru w 

aaae t~-odd papa. If JIOY.Uv~ 191.31 Cireul.ar JB-2 "Paos.tS.• 1\leate 

Placencea (Kana)" wu 1aaued, followd 111 Jaq, 19114 l17 JB-4, 78 ,...., 111\h 

a 32 paae 81lpplament in larma'l'l1 19451 •• JS-5 ot Z2 pacea 1a lupat. tat t.hlll 

year. A tirW. h1a\or1tral. lilt.q et all. pl&c.... 14ent1t1•t.S.aa aDd •terlal.a 

1s beiDg pre;pared and w1ll ~· 1-._,.1'&\ed. 1a t.he 1 AD4 L Oeocraphie File. 

In a4di tJDn to the replal' ll.Unp ot Wen\itioatioaa .... ia the abon 

gasat.teera, urioua other publiaa\iea wen aacle. In \lle tlrd Mlltha of 194J~ 

a apecial11stins wu prepared tor B-2 Branch throl&&h ~- aaa1atanoe of IBII. 

This waa a syllable sort., 011 all qllablea, of all~ ill kala ap.tunc 

then available. Varioua Uatinga o.t kaDa a~}1qa et a!rfielda 1 pl.aoeDa~a 

occurring as ue1gned DD nUIIben (pl&oee uaipad a a! na1e oode D\llllb_. in azw 

code syetea)1 u..t.a ot pocraphical. terms 1n A.iaU.. 41&1en•, equUon• ot 

kana and Cbinue reacU.na• ot c:bazoacte'rs, e\o. wre wo prepared. 

Considerable difticul:\7 wu encount.ere4 fNa the atart in Nk'na 
~YAlLAti&.R 

identitic.&tioma. s..- 1"\ll.ea ftrr the pbaMtiea ot .T•J*L••• -yia a via '&a&li.•ll 

110rcla WeN iDaclequatA. Aa the ~erial i.Jirtal.T .. WU plac•ntM81 fW 11tl1ell a 

native pl'Ommc1at1an •• iftt.vpH\M 1a JDcl111l'l1 or Dll\ch, er hetll, el' Clliu••• 
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ha4 to be trued from the Japm••• plicae\!. a speller befwe t;be JDal 5eh equi'nl.-* 

oould be 4etwsainld1 it 'becaae n.ceaaar7 \o clenlop t:roa exper1aDCe .._. •• ral.e• 

anc1 p:rooedUrea. Otten conei4tN11le T&l'la\iall tor \ba aaa DaM wuld. be touad, 

apparently at the discretion (er, u 1\ ••-d., ldioQ'ftcraar) of the 111111:ddal. 

Japaneae o~rator 111'1tiag the ..... As the &Terap Jap •• onea iprant of 

th• J.in&u!at.ic problem irrrolnd auch disorepanoiea were OOJJs1c:lerable. Rappil.T 

excellent cooparat10D betweea all oenters workina oa the JapUJ.eae .._,. probl.ea 

baa alwq's existed and Yien and 1dent1t1cat1ons wen readily aabance•. 

Port;unately', too, ctrcu1t erldtmce ade poaaible a l.1111tat1on ot \he area in 

'Which any g1Ten 1dent1tication could be an.p\. Bea14u the probl• ot nat.1w 

phonet;ica conoernecl in Southnst. Ana alii Iadia Area 1c.\ait1cat1oraa, ChiD••• 

Jfanchurian and loraan plac•na••• beiJII \Hlaed in t.be Japaaeae reacl1D& (either ~ 

or K'OI) ot the character alao pnem\ell .. Dd.deJ'altl.e ,...~. Bmell•\ 

relations were ateadi]¥ ~~am\aiMcl wD1t 1-sl. BruU aDCI I and. L. Both L\. hU 

aDd Captain Hotson have been aoet ~ 1a u.t.\1».s 1a oorrelatinc WaraU• 

anUable to all. Sildl.ar exabanp ot We~~a\ioa 1d. th both Spacial lraaala ot 

JQ'.S and with Lt. Larson r4 NCA have alao anlated 1ft identiticat1oa. At \he 

begimd.ng ot 19z.4 \b8 pl'Obl• o~ Ch1Due thutu\era and t.helr 14ea\1t1ut.ion 

bec81118 ao great. that a apeoialiat wu daU!M4 tor working w!tb t.hia •\vial 

and given charp ot placanae 1d.entit1•t.t.. 1a 1•neral tar Trattie ~. 

Th1• speciali.tJ Kr. lfeetJ.q Ill .. , laa• _.. aa s.portant oontribu\i.OD \o t.h• 

progress 1n plaoeame !dent1tioat1Dna and haaJ h ... ,...,_.ible for t.he U.itiea

tiorJS pub!.i8hed aince that tia. In J&DII&J'1, 19tt4 \It• •iter WM a,.:la\ell w 

the SSA C:<ald.t.tee on Japanese Spel.linc by Col. BrOWD (ot !: lralllla) .-. Col. 

Cooke. !he crhiet probl.ea at t.h1a C..S.\\n wld.lh eoaoanaed. h1a •• tb&\ of the 

_,_ 
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ipel11ng of Japaneee worcla in En&lilh and the at&lldartilla\iaD ot plae.._ 

spellinga tor ideDt.if1e4 apel.l.ers. The practice of 1Dd.lo&tJ.IIfl unt.r&Dt~la\tt_ 

kana in bulletins b7 Wld.erJ.illin& •• adopted boa the pN'f!.•• uee of \ld.a 

method by Traffic Anal.Jrais tozo plaoenua apeJler•• A War Depal'tment. ci1J'eot.1n 

required that the Uapburn BJB't.. tor Rounizecl Japaneae be ••· .All eonoemed 

qreed that there were aeveral cliaadTD~ t4 tbia qa\81 bu it wa illpuai'llle 

t.o alter it. Howver, 11honsek1 o.U lte ... tw teobD1cal pLII'po•u &114 \M 

transcript!e \o Hepburn ll&d• onl7 for ,.'bll.ealliD. .SuDdard •P~ te 

aap lla.IHS also created a cOPiid.cabl.e probl• ud. aa:re..- •• reaOh tor ee

ordinat1ng the torm used in SSA publilaU01111. The 2114 Japanese Arlq Pro~ 

Conterence reconmended that all ceera aoDtoa \o t.M ,..S.ncipl.ea prep••cS and 

their acceptanoe wae secured. Aa~ to \he ...,__nt. reached here• •b.S.a 
center ac\ed as coordinating acemv on plao..- apel.l1np. By apre .. Dt. 

reached at this time, tl'ij11 rather than tfQIH &Jd nyn 1'&\-.r,.tban IIJrt aa \0 'be 

ued in spelling Indon•ian D&~Ua. SubHquentq the apell.iag of Cilia•• llaaU 

becaa an illl:reased problu. !he Am7 Map 8emae apeU in&•• -~ t.lle 

•di!ied Wade Giles Sys\em1 waa at.&D4ard tar aU offici.,_ publioat.i•• ba.t. 1\ 

•s found, aa had b-.o \he case wi'Ul Indon..S.a ..... (meJ~e tbe kaT ll&p S.-.t.e• 

spellings again did not exactl7 c orrapozsd. to th•• used by Tratti• Aaalpia &114 

IllS) that the spelling called tO!" b7 the ADq X&p SC'Tice ot~• 4ilfwed o..tdel'

ably w1 tb nam.es already well eatablilhed. •" tn1J hr 1a ....., "-1' ue Sa Gill' 

p11bl1cations. Arter considerable di.-.:s.a. it •a apeed w a.Uaue alNaQ' 

eatabl.1shec1 pl.aceDIUI18 spllll.ings whore cha~~~e 1a \he 111M t.o •affJII& 'to AJIS fta 

wu.ld have serioual.Jr disrupted .tiles and Neerda. Tb1ll qN-m-, coDDurre• 1a 
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by MIS • 1-1 an4 1-a, wu aetual.17 a :reiwratio of \be d .. Won ot the 2nd Jap 

J.!S1' Ccmterenee. It 1knld. be pointed eat tJlat Lt. Lazoaoa et ICA eaoan\eNcl 

uaetly 1Sailar cUt!iC\11\1 .. 1a ~e 11•• ot Heplllii'R. and. ill cUnrcencea wit.h AlwT 

Jlap Seniee plaetn&JDe apell~•· 

It 18 reaclilT apparent tha\ oou14C'able eoU&teral aaterS.al. 1a \he fOJS ef 

guett..n, b,ydrographic af'tioe "Pil.ou", .. ,., bo\k Ja&l18h am eharae\ .. 11'1 

nrying 1ale1 captured d.ocnuaenta wi\11 plaeeau. intorution, and aiJd.lar 1011rcaea 

ot reference wu Jrerequ181te. 'l'h• uriau.a oenters were aoat eoope:ratiw in ex

changing eopiaa or auch material J IEC, 1a. par\ioular, •• aoa\ htal.pf'ul.. 

Caretul reeord thould be kept. ot the lenl of &IV plaeerwn 1deatitieat.1oa u 

to the aeUN• froll which it. aa aade. '1'hu "!hUIIb", "Secret" and "UlV." J)lae ... 

naae 1dentiticatioaa, wbU.• t.hq 1hRlcl lte bpt \._u..r in cme senval tlle, 

ahoulcl be dist1DgUUhe4. An e.xaaple ot the audceabill\7 ot ncb reeor4 S.. 

aeen in the cue ot Ap11 tbe DaM uect by the Japaaeae tor J•••lton, Bomee. 

lqlat.ion of Ap1 w1th J .. Mlton waa .... at ~eul7 tiM b7 !ratf1c ~1a. 

A.t tO. till• or the pl.annM alllecl inYuion ot JGr\ll lei'DM, 8pecd.al Braueh 

inqdftd it 1 t 1RtN po~ra1ble to "c.t .... la•aifT' Ap1 \o a "CODt1dct1al" lnel 

in order that the theater eoulA be supplied with 1atel"llat1on abollt Ap1 Wliu 
aa a .. ••HI1' in attuking .r .. aelton. Fvtlmateq nr rn.l'da could oit.e a 

capt.urecl •P• supplied by wm:, oa whisk t1da equ.ti• 'WOtlld b• sad• at t• 
required •contident.1al• level. 

Somewhat ai•UaP problems 1n identiticatie and f'8COl"d-keeping wr~ tewacl 

with aueh pl&c• u Shimen, speller SliXIIlOB, whleh utuall.y wu the aaae u 

Sh1hchiachian~1 speller SFXIKASO. SElDlQH~hih- wu the speller ~ 
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appearing in traffic, with tb.e auiatuee ot Lt.. Col. Reiaebauer, this place 

waa equated with Shihcbiaehiq, an4 the lat.ter (Ql'll 11&8 \ha\ uaed b.r ~ryone 

except the Japmae. Simllarl71 \he •ller !OUZAI w- 'lOUS.AI _. ued for 

Tanjatum, ao:rul apeller TAIIZAB, aa TOUSA!I wu the expected apel.l.er tor 

Tangshan,; an enti~ ditterent plaee trca Tan~~ban, oonaidva'bl• dS.ttioulty 

wu encOUDtered in k•piD£ the reeerda atraisbto. All ot th••• idc\U'icatioaa, 

holWffJI" 1 caoul.d b• aupport.ed by Trattio Az:lalpia nidence ancl thu WN tacU1-

tat,ed. 

n. Altbouah the e:xpel'1••• pined u dft&Ued abaft .. to a tQNI1derable 

exteDt. unique tbrgqgb the na\ure ot the Japanese Ar6q probl•, bo~,h as to aco~, 

tJpe ot routing ayatu. uaec:l on t.rattia (troa llhich th• prepoa4erance ot 

identifications were drawn), and. l..iap1a\1e prebl•, certaia techniq11es and 

prinoiplu are noteable. 1'M dY&B\&p ot a &en\ral. repol1to17 or all pl.ac~ 

ini'ormat.ion is a.U-ftiden\. (Such a Ceat.ral. File haa exieted in I and L Branch 

but t.o a con•id•rable extent onl.7 a• a reeerding unit). It ia t.hougbt b7 the 

writer tbat. the Geographic Seot1on ot I and L Brandl should lla" the 1ole 

reaponsibUitr tar jdenWJing all plaee~W~M. Pl&QeJll.ae identi!ieatiCIIlllt u 

made in thia unit, are bued on the tol.J.md.ng taatora: U.C121a\ia1 (equatiag 

tha tpell.ing tau.nd 'ld.th the ae .. pte4 Engliah .up apel11RI - not.• that tor 1."/q 

giYen nae, &nT n\lllber ot ~· are poaslbl• aDd ehoWJ.d be csreee-reterenaed 

b7 occurrenoe to t.be Jnsli•b •t.l.ndard, u Japan .. , lu.uim, rr.eh, Chineae)1 

geograpb1o, (laa~:ndedp ot the gueral import~· or a pl.Ke, ita location, 

a•ograpbie and ecsoiJallio illpor\alln), trattic, (routinp uaociated. wi\h a 

..... 
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g!.TC place aN the eingl.e ~\11'$• ot iDtoraa\i•n anil&Dle \o a1gnalint.elll~•• 

in looat.ing a ginn plaee), collateral (tbil li&T a. looael1' interpreted to inellld.• 

any aal0siat1Gn u ot pertone, fancwiea, -. .. nta1 ete., wldoh are aatocia\ed. 

with tbs p4Mn~JU. O'bvioual.T apl~nt. of tll•• Tarioa tools requiHe aGM 

apec1alla\ on plaeena .. alone and req'Uirea adequate reference -.t.el"i.al in \lae 

fora of !Uft\eer•• mapa, etc. 

The eanntial taotor 1• to keep rec;ord •f all. na.ea which have oeCltrrad1 

with what.ftv. data .a7 aHa peninent aa \o \1M ot occurrence, plaee, .to. 

Such a fUe 1Duld mt reproduce 1n •nco fU. tom all &YaU..ahle plaecaau 

froa the Arlfl¥ Jrap Serrta• pset."Her•. !he anual card ahould incbtd.el the 

apell.ing 1n which the~ oeturred, with re.tereuo to tho etandara !a&)..iah 

.,.u1n& .if necaSU7'. .l ear4 l:J7 a\udard !ngl.Uh •pel.J.br 1 gtrtng latitwle 

u4 le&i~d.e coorc:l1.rult.e•, general area, mat.iY• ala• of place and in41eaticm 

ot iapeftuee ua &1rt1el.d, pori, railroad ~u.n, 1ndicat1an a.e to ..m.thex

it. ap,..,.. in the Top1eal hdu or ether tU•, n\h 1ndic:a.t1on at llhve to 

loelt; amtl t!.nalJ..y a raeord of \he plaee ia DS.ak it. f!nt. appeared (balltlt.in 

mabtl', if poaeibla) &M aR indicatioD of \he aluaifiea.t.ion ot the Weaation 

gl'"t'en. Changes in sueh elu11tila\18n •honlA, et .ovae, be intliaa\e4). 

_,_ 

1'homu A. tiller 
C.I.c. J-4..(1..' 
%7 Sapttaber 194$ 


