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.Colonel Willism #. Bessall, Jr. -
Department of Mathemtice

United tates Hilitary Academy
West Point, Kew York

Dear Colcnal Buulls
Reveipt of your Jatm of 22 Apru 1952 is nknouldged.

Ianghdtolaamthatnohammllcomgfnm_irInmabitom

" an hour in talking about the Bacon-Shakespeare issus. I am 2 bit chagrined
that I did not suggest 2 more appropriate titles for the talk, zince there

. are vaha.bly many persons who regard that as a dead issue and of no inter-
est. However, T hope to exhume, if not rescusitate, the corpse, It might -
have besen better to have suggested as a title ®A cryptantl yst looks at .
litersture,® because I hope that by the time I reach the end of the talk I
shall have gradually transported my listeners from the solid realm of .
Shakespesarean writing to ithe ethereal stratolphu'e of *"modern verse."

In introduring me, T trust you will be gulded by wy desire for -
brevity - I noed the time myselfl You might imdicate merely that I have -
been in this "yacket® {as Gemeral Canine calls it) over 35 years - longer
than anybody else in the united States and possibly in the whole worldj;
that my active participation in the cryptologiec field, both as a civilim
employee and a commissioned officer in the U.S. Amy, extends through twe .

- wara that for my contribution to the wimning of Wordd War II, I was smong
" the first to rocelve the Medal far Merit (omly about 250 such awards hun X
been granted since the crder was established by Uemeral Washington); '
. that =ome of my collsagues refer Lo me a3 "Iron.man Frisdman®- beeauu X
~have lived thrcugh the Battle of Washington for mo long, am in good heelth
and spparently still in full possession of my fasulties - a% least to a
degres sufficlent to sermit my ocoupying the official position of T
Consultant to the Direstor of the Ammed Forces Seourity Agency, an organ~ -
ization under the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Anything more you wish to add
from Xy perscaal Mistory in American Men of SGimc or in Whots who :I.n
Anerica, you will ldd at your own risk. :

f Itmnost. courtoous of Colonel and Mrs. Nicholas toimrihmto ‘
3 be their housa-mst. and I an writing them of my acesptance with plnsnre.

Looking fomrd_to an interesting sn_d useful viglh, I mm,
S - Sinseraly,
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