REF ID:A58689

e e~
Pl P R a
e e d S s

Applications for Patemt of Albert W. Ssall

Assistant Director, R/D R/D @ A oo
TRRJ: DD/PRGD H.B.” Steuffer/meh /60255
DD/COMSEC
DCB/8-0

1. On 27 Pebruary 1956, Mr. Albert W. Small addressed a lstter, Inclosure 1,
to the Director, Hatiomal Security Agency, requesting declassification of an
application for patent No. 382561, f£iled in his neme 10 March 1941, for Method
Of Acd Apparstus For Cryptogrsphy, Inclosure 2. This application is under a
Patent Office Secrecy Order requested by cne of this Agency's prodecessor
organigzations; it i3 in allowabls condition, and a patent could issue promptly
if the Secyecy Oxrder were to be reacinded.

2, While Mr. Small's request vas limited to Ho. 382501, there is, in fact,
a second, closely-related, application on file in the Patent Office, similarly
wder & Sacyecy Order; this 1s No. 555,402, filed 22 September 1944, for Method
and Apparatus for Cryptography, Inclosure 3. This case is not in allowable
conditicn, but this is largely due to purpogeful delay, and it could de made
ready for issue as a patent within a relatively short time.

3. The subjects matter of the Smmll applications ars in part common with
the subject matter of an applicatiocn of Hagelin No. 386569 which you recemtly
congidered. The question in the Hagelin cage vas whether to seek a Secrecy
Order, and the unsnimous view wvas that it would de undesirable to do

80.
k. The Hagelin application above referred to (of which no copy is at
resent avallable) contains s disclosure of the principle of reantry as applied
& rotor mmre, tvo forms thereof being described, namely, reentry at the
of a maze and reentry at about the midpoint thereof. The Small applications,
other hand, decgcridbe and claim conasidersbly more than these two gpecific
of reeairy.

5. This Agency 1s under no compulsion to act favoradbly upon Mr. Bmall's
request. The cases at present are Government-owned, althouch an agreewment
exists to reassign them to the inventor (and teke back a free license in favor
of tha Government) vhenaver security consideretions may permit.

6. Several courses of ooction appesr to be available. 1. The two Small
syplications may be maintained with propriety in their present status. 2. The
applicaticns (or eithar of them) may Le declassified, a patents permitted to
iggue. 3. It is prodadle that unclassified portions/Bhbe or both of the Smell
spplications could be “carved out,” and so-called divisional or restricted
applications filed. Whether this can De done depends scoevhat upom a dstermination
of the unclasgified porticns. If it can be dons, any sush restricted application
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Leclassified and approved for release by NSA on 06-17-2014 pursuant to E.O . 13526)
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wruld e eatitled iz litization or nazptistica to the flling date of its pareat
case; this meens, of courss, tkat ¥r. Bmall wounld 20t lowe aay rights flowing
from the early filing dates of iis spplicatious Hos. 382351 and S55%R0R2.

T Your comaamnts gre reguested. As sogzested in paragreph &, sn isdication
of unelaseifiecd areas in the two wmses would be sppreciatsd in the event 1t s
falt the applications (or either of thama) must remain claseifiad. Any restricted
sppliention vhich might eventuate would be zade awnilable for axaminaticn before
£iling £f desired.

HERXY B. STAFFER
Chisf, Patente Brench

3 Inclst
1. 1tr. dtd. 27 Ped. 56
2. Putent Applicsticn Re. 382551
3. Patent Application Eo. 555402
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