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ARMY SECURITY AGENCY 

WASHINGTON 21,D C 

SUB.JJ!CT: Semi~ODt.llq Reports 

TO: ~Chiet, Arrq Securiv Apacy 

!HRU1 Director of Ooam1micatiolll Research 
Deput7 Chief 1 Artq Security Ag&DCJ' 

22 Jaly 1946 

1. Att.ction ia illvited to current policies in reprcl to the 
preparation ot ••'-moathl7 Branch reports which at present a:N sub­
llittecl to the Chief, Arfq Securit7 At!,enc7, &Del, after beiDs read b7 
him, are circulated. IDDDI illterestecl organizations of the Apnc7, 
f1'»J ,., beinl :tiled. :lD t.he Hi-storical Uld.t. 

2. 1be Post BiatoriaD ia not .faall1ar with t.ha directive m 
11h1ch these reports are hued and. has no interest in them &aide f1"CIIl 
tba tact that it is hoped. that they will form tor the future a I'UIUl1Dg 
acc0\11lt ot tba operatioD8 ot the Branches. 

3. Ill OOD81d&ring these reports solel7 trcm the poillt of 'Yiw 
ot their 'Value aa permanent hiatorical records, the tollold.ag tacta 
should be po:lnt.ecl out 1 

a. 2he:re ••- to be DD fiDel staradard. iD st71e and format. 

b. Fn, 1t &1171 ot the aMi .. o.nthq reports ooaat.itute a 
balanced accouat of tbe ac:U.ri.t7 of the reapectiTe 
Branch in the period uncler report~ 

c. '!here 1a a teDdaDCJ' to ..,Ueise the Ulll181al1 rather thaD 
the routilleJ tba ditticultiea eDCountered., rather than 
the successful acb18V8111Bnta. 

d.. The writers of these reports ua:lto~ &88188 tbat the 
readar will be tulq aware ot tbe past hieto17 of the 
Branch md aereq wishes to keep himself current oa nn 
dave1opae.nta. 

e. lo att•pt 1a •eta ill 8ft7 cases to make each report 
continue tba ato17 told. 1n the precediag report. 

t. '1'he use ot abort titles teDda to conceal the tru 
aipitioaace of the atat.-nta .made. 
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4• It is quite cl.ear that. these :reports llight well serve a 
two-told twacticxu 

a. !o keep the Comma.adina Otticer 1ntomed ol dn'elopmezata. 

b. To pi'OV'ide a pel'III&D8Dt historical record. 

5· It is equalq clear that ho1NY8r wall. the :reports DDir ~ 
tUl the first fua.ctiaa, they do not. beatD to tult1ll the aecoDCl. 
1\lture biatoriana will be unable to use them to rqr great exteDt for 
providing the aecess&l"J' 1Dtoi"JJI&t1on in biltorical studies. Rather 
it will be necessary tor each biatoriaD to go directq to the Branches 
concerned tor the data desired. 

6. In view ot these tacta, it is reeCIIIIUIDd.ed that a atatt 
stud¥ be made to consider whether changes 1n the basic directives 
conceraing tbeae reporta might not well be acle in order to tult1ll 
1D better fashion the purpose •nt101'led above in paragraph 4b. 

'ta:d .s. JlcCRACDif 
CaptaiD, Sigaal Corpa 
Post Biatorian 
Bxt8D8ioD 47J 


