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Matter Of Fact .

On The President’s Desk.

‘WHEN HE RETURNS to
‘Washington from his vacation,

President Eisenhoweér will find :
-on- his- desk. an official -report -
proposing_ that the Nation.

n’ between -six and seven

flion' dollars for air defense'

‘alone each. -year until 1960.

. -President Exsenhower has
.had a number of Te-

-«ports -ofi’' his .desk. before- th:s..

The differetice this time is that
fhis repeit was written by the
«President's - own men.. Theé

-‘; ,esid(e}::'lat:s old-friend and war-

most, part Eisenhower-ap-

~pointed officidls in the "Gov-" : (
- in-detail, can hardly disregard

. ernment, Indeed, as previously
reported in thls space,  when
- the National Security.Council
. appointed the committee, the

stated purpose was to “get a

< ‘report from our own people.”
" The Bull committée” report -
““has already. been vetted: from: -

a scientific point' of v:ewdz_.
hea -

) stxll another committee
by Dr. Lee Dubridge, the Pres.
" ident’s scientific adviser, and
% including ~such  distinguished

scientists as Charles Lauritsen’

- of the California Institute- of
Technology. The . scientists

. have fully indorsed the. Bull
committee’s proposals. So has

the Air Force, whose letter of
indorsement the - President
will no doubt also find- on’ hxs
desk. -
. THE NEXT STEP is the
- Joint. Chiefs of. Staff. - The posi-

tion of Chief of Staff of the .
Air Force Nathan Twjining is.

obvious, from the- Air Force
letter-of indorsement. As for
. the, other . members. . of.
‘Joint Chiefs, the air defense
“effort’ proposed -in the ‘Bull re-

port- demands- the kind -of re-.
shuffling of defense. priorities.

which ' the services _constitu-.
tionally tend to resist. -
“¥et the new chiéfs ‘aré now
-.engaged, on orders: from the

‘Maj. -Gen.  Harold:
“which- wrote .the. report. . The

g _stantly.
other officials were for fhe'

‘thelr

the .

‘e .By Joseph and Swwart Alsop
_J.'}ach Pas‘?’ ‘/&«pT Cr-

Presi .ent, vn a compleu "new
look” at American defense
planning. If this new look is
-t0.-mean anythmg at all,. it
must. involve just this sort of
reshuffling of priorities. More-

over, the new chiefs now have.
‘available a. great mass of evi-
- dence, in the shape of .at least

a half dozen reports dealing in

.one way or -another with the

air:defense problem. From dif-
ferent angles of vision all these
‘reports embody ihe same basic
conclusion—that a great air

defenc. effort is urgently re--

quired in the face of the con-
growing Soviet air-
atomic eapabilities. .

“The Joint - Chiefs, whether -

they. indorse- the Bull report

the air defense . problem, in
the.face of this evidence. After

.the Joint Chiefs have taken'
position, the final- de--

‘eision will rest, of course,; with

the: National Secunty Council

-and-the President himself.
It is at this highest -level

.that.the final issue is most in

doubt.
The 'six to seven blllmn dol-

_lar annual investment in air
defense _roposed by the Bull .
report ' (very- much the - same -
-sums - as were first proposed
_in the Lincoln project report)
.does not represeunt a -net in-

‘crease in spending, since these
sums in.lude the currertly
projected allotment _for air
defense. But the net increase

- . (proposed) is nevertheless on

the order of . three to four
bllhon dollars.
oS

. A POWZRFUL FACTION: in :
the Administration, repre-.

sented on the ‘National Secu-
rity Council by Budget Bureau

Dlrector Joseph Dodge, is tiy- .

ing to persuade the President
to reduce the level of the de-
fense - budget to well below
30 billion dollars. Quite apart

- from’the air defense problem,

this kind of reduction would

force levels in all-th,e services.

Short of completely gutting |

the strateg c air force and the
other two services, a budget
below 30 billion dollars would
absolutely rule out an added

three to four billion dollars for |

air defensc
Just because this is so, the
economy,-at-any-price  faction |

in ‘the Administration has

cluscd to be - appointed yet |

another committee to consider
the air defense problem. This
committee -is composed of
economy-mmded industrialists.
It is obviously hoped that this’
packed jury will enter a mi-
nority report on the air defense
issue, thus. making is possible
to shove the whole expensive

and unpleasant problem un- _

r .he rug.
Yet there are signs that the
economy-at-any-price  faction

will not :in the end win the
-day. Secre‘ary of Defense
Charles Wilson has stubbornly
resisted any arbitrary reduction
in the defense budget, at least
until the new chiefs have had
their new look. Perhaps more
significant - was a little-noted
statement by Secrétary of the
Treasury George Hum rhrey,

the ablest man in the Cabinet,

and no frie~d of loose spend-

“ing. Humphyt'ey predicted that

the Administration will re-
luctantly ask for new taxes, if
it decides that the Soviet hy-
drogen bomb demands an in-
creased defense effort. .

As for the President, he is
genuinely co: erned by the
burden which defense spend-

_ing 'places on the mnational

-economy. He 'does .not “seem

" likely to pretend that the So-

viet hydrogen bomb does not
exist, as President Truman at
first did in the case of the So-
viet atomic bomb. This seems
especially unlikely, now that
the President 18 a report
from his “own peaple” on the
desperate need to bluld -oMr’
air defenses.

mean a sharp reduction in Goprright, 1953, N. ¥: xmumbum. 1ne.

L - .

to
wi
m
el

de




