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Intelligence Service· 
;Is Our fi~st Weak Spot 

· This I& the 'ftrst ot a seriu of articles on the state ot the 
countrv's d.efensu. Tod.a71s article d.eals with the American 
intelligence services. Subsequent articles will be d.evoted. to the 
Nation's top-letJel policy and. planning; continental d.efemes ,· 
11tom attack anct civa ctetense; the armect services; the potential 
ctetense ot western Europe; ntltional mobilization anct resources; 
the ·condition ot the countrr/s ltlnct, sea anct 11ir transport; the 
propaganda war,· anct, ~nallv, an evaluation ot America's na~ 
tional stJCUritv. 

By Ogden R. Reid and Robert S. Bird 
O.,.,.l'lt, tNO,ll. r,lJ~rtJIII 2'riii'Mie. lu. 

BElUND America's costly and belated e1!ort to rebulld ita crum
bled national defenie, ln the wake of the Korean outbreak1 lies a hiltory of fallure ln one of the most essential arms OI 

tbe Nation's mWtary e~;:~~::~~::=~ intelllgence services. 
A country's lntelUgence 

ery ideally ought to furnish tbe in
formation on which national polic:J' 
and miUtary plalminl can build to
ward sound obJectlvea. If the United 
statu Ia.c:lu reliable lntelllgBDCe, lt 
wm flounder 1n the dark, dlsBlpat
IDI ita enormous power. 

Korea brought home the weakneas 
and misUse of AmeriCan :lntellllence 
and demonstrated the tmmedla.te 
need for :IJDproVIJll these· sentceB. 

EVEN before Jtore& our put 
sntelUpllce ICOl'e shows :llve 

maJor failures-: 
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