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[COMMITTEE PRINT1 
MAY 24,1952 

82oCONGRESS H R 7316 2o8ESSION • • 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

MAHCH 31, 1952 

Mr .. CF.LLEH introduced the following bill; "'hich was referred to the COin

mittee on the Judiciary 

[Omit the part struck through and insert the part printed in italic] 

A BILL 
. . 

'ro au'thorize the establishment of an !HYentions lnvent·ive Con-

tr·ibntions Awards Board within the Department of Defense, 

_and for other purposes. 

l Be it enacted bJJ the Senate and II ouse of ~epresen~a- . 

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

.3 That· this Act niay he cited as the "lflyention-s· Inventive 

4 Contributions Awards Act of 1952". 

5 DECLARATION OF POLICY 

6 SEc. 2. It is the pmpose of this Act to foster invention 

7 for national defense through the estabJishm'ent. \v.ithin the 

8 Department of Defense of an InYentions lnverdive Contr·ib1~-

J.99897-1. 

·, 



REF ID:A4161587 

2 

. 1 tions A wards Board which shall be auth01·ized. to recom-

2 mend to the Secretary the. making of such awards, to be 

3 known as. National Defense A wards; as it sh.all consider 

4 just for meritorious inventions contributing to the national 

5 defense. 

6 DEFINITIONS 

·7 SEc. 3. As used in this Act-

8 (a) The term "inver .. tion conJrib1dion" means any ft:rt, 

·9 mnchine, mfmufacture, composition ei matter, er thl1:f TtCW · 

10 aru:1: usefc1 improvement thereof inventive contrib1ttion which 

11 is useful, er susceptible ei :use, :for application used in the na-

12 tional defense of the U nitecl States, and which is not subject 

13 to the provisions of the Atomic Energy Act of 1946,--whetfier 

14 er l:Wt sueh ilwentitm is patented; ti:H~ented, er pate.ntable. 

15 (b) The term "~tor contributm·" means any person 
\ 

16 who has made an invention inventive cont1'ibution. 

17 - (c) The term "person" shall include any natural person, 

18 ·and his heirs. 

19 (d) The term "the Department" shall mean the Depart-

20 ment of Defense, and the term "Secretary" shall mean the 

21 Secretary of. Defense. 

22 (e) The term "defense agency",means the Department, 
. ' 

23 or any other clepa1;tment, agency, or independent establish-

24 · ment in the executive branch of the Go·vernment : (except 
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·1 the Atomic Energy Commission), ftflt1 o1· any wholly o,wmxl 

2 'Government corporation; designated by the President aw a 

3 defense agency for the purposes of this Act. 

, 4 (f) 'rhe term "Board" means the InYentions fnv,entive 

:3 C ontribut·ions A wards Board established pursuant to section 

6 5· of- this Act. 

· 7 (g) The term "award" means a National Defense 

8 A ward authorized by section 4 of this Act. ,, 
' 

9 (h) The. te1·n1 "'com.?~H.tn:icat·ion'' shall mean . eithe1< a 

10 disclosure ·in W1"it·ing or a subm·ission of a phys·ical e1nbodi- · 

11 · m.ent of. the contriln~,tion. 

12 NATIONAL DEFENSE AW-4-RDS 

13 SEC. 4. '"VVhenever any nlYentor contTibuto1· has ilisclosetl: . • 0 

14 . directly 01; ·indirectly commnn·icated h-is conl1''ib·ut·ion to any 

1q defense agency illlJ -i:R-v€~ which contribates ~ has eOO

. 16 tributed suhstantiaJly te the natiBn-al defense,, and .. any such 

17 agency ·in consequence of such--disclosure communicat·ion has 

is used 07' caused . to be used such inYention~ c.ontribut·io'n, the 

.19 · Secretary, upon the recommendation of the Board, may 

20 make a N a.tional Defense A ward to such inYentm· contributor 

21 in such amount, and subject to snch tm~ms ·and conditioiis, 

.22 -as the Board shall determine in conformity,.with the pro-

23 visions of this Act to be ~ oompensa-tiett for l3-l:l€ft_ ~etttfflfi 

24 ffi:' a rwoper. a1./Hl1'd jOT the USe thereof. 
' ' 
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1· rNYENTIONS INVENTIVE CONTRIBUTIONS AWARDS BOARD 

: 2: SEc. s·. (a) The Secretary is authorized to establish 

3 '\vithin the Depart!n.ent an lRventio-BS Inventive Oont?·ib·u-

.. 4 · tions A wa·rds Board. which shall be composed of not m~re 

5 · than fifteen :i11embers appoii1ted by the Seci'etary, · by and 

6 W'ith the adv'ice and consent of the Oong1·ess, for such term 

7. or terms as he may specify, fron.1 persons i?uliv.idiwls in civil 

8 life who are eini~ent in one or more of th,e following fields 

9 · ·of activity: Irivention, ·science research, development, and 

10 patent law: ~A q1wrum of the Board shall meet at such 

11 tiii1es as the Secretary n1ay specify to consider applications 

12 made pursuant· to section 6 of this Act for awards. Five 

· 13 members shall constitute ·a, quorum of the Board . 

.14 (b). Ea~h member shall receive compensation at the· rate 

·15 of $+&$50 for e<:~ch day of his attendance at meetings of the 

16· Board, and shall be n3imbmsed for all ti·avel expenses ac

.17 .. t~ally incurred by him in the performa~ce ·of his duties as a 

. rr:s member of the Board. 

19 · (c) -The.Board shall perform the duties required of it by 

20 ·~ection 6 of this Act. The Secretary shall provide the Board · 

· 21 · with such personnel and facilities as he i:nay· determine to 'be . 

·-22 required -by the Board subject to appToval by the Sec1·etary~ 

23· · -for the perform~nce of its functions. 

. 24 ,, 
(d) The Boa;rd may promulgate such rules and regula-
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1 tions, not inqonsistent with this Act, as may .be required ;for 

2 the performance of its duties hereunder. 

. 3 APPLICA'J:!ION~ 'FOR A WARDS- AND- P~QCE:f!JDINGS THEREON 

4 SEC. 6. (a)· Any inYentor co?Uributor. may file with 'the 

5 Secreta.ry- an application fo~· an awa~·d un~er section 4- of 

6· _this Act, or be reconH1W'nded for a:n awm'd- by the l},ead' of 

7 r:ny _defense agen(IJ. ~ Suc]f a:ppJication' O?' recmnmendation 

8 may be filed upon infonnation ·and belief, and sP,all c.ontain 

9 a sta~ement concerning-. -, 

10 ( 1) the 1iatL1re of such iriYention contribtition; '· 

11 . ( 2) ·the ownership thereof; 

12 ( 3) the time da·te and manner oJ its diselos(u·e 

13 commu'f?ication to any defense agency; 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

• 
-f4t tlte nature fbfid extent _ ffi its ttSe. ey ooy defense 

ao·6nev · 
. b . "'' 

-fi=+ tlte utility ef stteh ii1-.;·cmtion w _ the United 

States in the imerest ffi n&tional def~ 

--(-Gt ( 4) the nature and extent of the compensation 

received by such inYentor conti"ib1tt01'. from the. United 

States unc}er fl:HY etHer pre-v-1-si-ett of law fer er oo· ileeoiii1t 

ef -the devdopm.~ er ~ ef ffi:H$- .invep.t~_in comiec-

tion with the contribut-ion. '· 

t++ ( 5) ~be nature and extmit of the ~ompensat1on 

J.99897-2. 

-· 
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-_ :1. - awa?:·d for- which 'application or ?'ecommendat·ion· is made 

2 pursuant to this Act; a.iHl 

· · .3- ·-f8t ( 6) such ·other ffiets information as the Board 

.·_.A- · -shall tleeffi 'pm·tinent 'p1·escr·ibe by its rules.-

- - 5. . (b r Each application OT Tecmn1nendatioh so- filed shall 

· 6 · be transmitted to the Board which, subject to the provisi-ons 

7 -·of this Act ~ ffi -the Adminisa~atiYe Procedure Ae-t, shaJ.l 

_.8. _fie-a,r· --ftrul sJu]ll deteri1iine the . questions presented by StlCh 

9 applicati~n, and shall make and transmit to the Secretary a 

10 i·ep~I:t thereon in whi-ch the Board shall set forth--

11 ( 1) its findings of fnct fbfH:l conclusions ffi taw; 

-( 2) its reeo1i1mm1Cla.tion conclnsiO'Iis a,nd Tecomrrw~-

13 elations on the questi0l't wh~ther the o.pplica.nt contribidor 
.. 

:14 is entitled to an awanl.nnder this Act; and . 

15 ( 3) the terms and conditions upon which any s1ich 

~: 16 .-~. -~'wai·cl-shoulcll)e rnade: 

17 - DitTERl\fiNATION OF BTjrGIBII~ITY FOR AWARDS AND' 

~18 QUAN'I'UM TI-IER.EOF 

-- 19 SEc: 7. (a) In any proceeding under this Act, the ·ttp

' 20--- plico.nt cdnl?~ibutor shall ·ben r the burdm1 of estn blishing' ey 

·---21 · probati\·e ~ the· disclosure commnnication of the im~~n 

22 ti-etr cont?·ibution in question ey the. inventor·- directly: er 

i -23 -iiidird"Jtl.)· te' it defellf.lB" agei1CJ atffi the tl-Se ef SttCR i-fl.TB~ 

24 ey a tlefe.Rs-e agency ffi consequence ffi StlCh disel-e&l:H"e, except 

25 that th(lt the snbmission of a contribut,ion to the National 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

.6 

s 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1E 

1~ 

lf 

2( 

2 



~I 

-;J 

REF ID:A4161587 

7 
~ 

i · lnvento1·s Cmtn(i'il (md ·by that Council ·to ·a· defense age1.icy 

2 shall ·constitute zn'oof of comnmnication. 

3 

4' 

5 

,6 

T 

8 

9. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

is 

19 

flt m #te ffiSe ffi, tl;. patett£ed invention, preef; ef 

the·- issuance· ef a· patent thereon sftfrll oons-ti-tttte pFeffi 

· ei~lisdosure ~ Stteh ilwention · ~ a defense agency; OOd 

·l ·-f-2+ in t-lte oose ffi. fill·· irn~ention 'described ffi a 

patent application which :lttts OOen tllliy filed ruffi Has 
' -

lteffl: placed under seffi'eey' pm·saa.nt ffi ffity provir.;ion ffi 

law, ~ ei tieeess ·ffi soolt tt,pplication lty · fmJ officer 

er employee ffi ftfr)= defense agency shttll oonstitute ~ 

ffi disclosure ffi StlC-I;t inYention ffi Stteh agency. 

(b) In any proceeding under this Act, the respondent 

defense agency & ~ies sR-aJ.l be en-t-HJetl: te assert any 

legal & equitable defeiuie which eookl be asserted ey tfle 

UI<ited Stutes ill ft.flJ sffit ~rought ey the applicant against 

the United 'States fer judicial ¥elief ffit account ffi the . ttSe 

ffi. tlte i1wention ffi question ey the· United SWes;- ffieBp-t 

that any law to the contTCt1'JJ notwithstandin,q, ·if the Boa1'd 

finds that the contTibntm' comm.?.mica{ed the contTfbution and 

20 · as a result · the?~eof ·it was used,· the Board may Teco1nmend 

21 an m.vard. · . · 

22 · flt the v;·orth ffi ~ inYention sfiaJ.l· oo tft€UStH'OO 

23 by its contribution ffi tHe neetls ffi t-lte national defense, 

24 ft-lffi nBt by the uclv~nce i-t makes ffi the Held ffi which~ :it 

25 pertains; 
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-ffB- the validity et ttHj" patei1t i~rJtiecl te the inventor 

ier sool± inventiofl: shall :00 ptermmed iR the- a:bsence ei 

coi11petm1t preei e£ the invalidity ei etteh patent ; ffiH'l 

-f3t proof that the disclosure ~ by the inventor 

te aRJ defens? ag-ency WftB ·sufficiently specific te permi-£ 

the makihg .er practicing ei sttefl. ]jw·ention ·shall OOR-

stitute ft£00{ e£ the· actual redtiction ei .Stteh inYentio"Q te 

practice: 

9 w PtbJTment ~ fJte United ·.States ei the oost, ffi w-ftete 

10 er ili part, et developittg ftft i!Tn}ntimt fffial-J. oot oo the mak--

11 ffig e£ ftft awrird under tftffi.· Ae-t te tlte inventor the:reof, bttt 

12 ffi In determining the amount of any such a."rard consider-

13 a.tion shall be ·given to-

. 14 (1) The novelty, originality, and utility of the con- · 

lG. 

. 1.7 

. 18 

"18 . 

20 

21. 

22 

23 

-24 

. 25 

. tribution'; 

-f++ ( 2) the extent. to which such development was 

made a.t the expense of the inventor conkibntor, and the 

extent to which such development . 'vas made at the 

~xpense ·of the United States; 

-ffB- ( 3) the extent to which the inventor contribu

tor has benefih:d fr.fHl will benefit or 1·easonably can be 

expected to benefit throt1gh the commoi·cia] expl()itation 
' I 

of SUCh inYention ffi. eettSeqnenee e.f development fftft€l.e frt 

the expense e.f t1te United States;~ c01it1'ibuf'ion: 

-f6t ( 4) the extent to which the inYento:r contribu-
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1 tor" has been d.enied the benefits of commercial exploita-

·2 . tion of -such -invention contribution in consequence of any 

3 

·. 4 

secrecy restrictions imposed by the United 8ta.tes. 

States; -and 

5" 

6 

"7 

I 8 

9 

10 

(5) The extent to which the contributor has been 

compensated for said contribution by the United States. 

(d) If, in any p1:oceeding imder this Act, it shall appear 

to the Board that more than one inventor cont?·ibutor- is. en-
' 

titled to. compensa:tion with respect to the same invention 
.. 

co?itribution the Board ~hall ascertain and -determine the 

'11 ' ill'terests ·of each such inventor, contributor· and shall recom-

12 1-n'end the )division of ~the ·award~ in· such proportions as it 

13 shall deem equitable, among all persons whom it shall find 

· 14 · . to be entitled to shaie th~rein.· 

15 PAYMENT OF A WARDS 

16. SEc~ 8. fa) Any .award made :pursuant to this Act 

· i 7 ,may be paid in ;a ·single paJm.ent or by such periodic pay

itS ments as· the Board may recommend. 

19 · (b-) Awards so made shall be paid from funds appro

.20 ·priated to the defense agency principally interested in the 

21 in.,;ention contribut·ion for which such award is made, as 

22 -detei'mined h.)~ the Board, ::mel may be paid from any funds 

23 appropriated to such agency which are available for the 

24 ·procurement of equipment or supplies incorporating such . · 

-25 : invention -contribution or resulting :from the 'practice- of such 
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1 . r • 'b . · ·uP(entlon ·. contn utwn. If the head of the def~nse agency 

2 concmned certificates that funds are not available to such 

3 agency for the payment of any such award, the Secretary 

4 shall include in his budget estimat~ for the Department for 

5 the next fiscal yea'r an appropriate item for the payment .of 

6 such award. 

7 .. (c) No award made under this Act shall be paid until 

8 each person entitled to share therein has executed a release, 

9 in such form as the Secretary shall approve, by which such 

10 person surrenders, for himself flllil all others fioltlin-g l·ights 

11 from ffim, aU further claims against the United States for 

12 . compensation. with respect to the U1Yention cont-ributions for . 

13 which such award is made .. 

14 (d) No award_ shall be- paid under· this Act to_ any 

15 inYmltor contributor or with respect to any uwentioH- contribu-

16 tion in any amount _exceeding. $7 5,000 until such award 

17 has been transmitted to and appmved· by the· CongTess. 

18 The approval of the Congress to any such ,aw~rd shall 

19 be deemed to have· been granted . upon the· expiration 

20 of the first period of 6fte _htmdred ttru1 t:r,,·entj' ettlendar 

21 ti-ays six mO?iths· of ·continuous session of the Congress 

22 follo.wing the -date on which such. award .is transmitted 

23 to it for approval, but only if prior to the expiration of such 

:24 period there ·has not been passed a concurrent resolution 

25 disapproving such· award or approving such award·· ill a 

26 reduced .amotmt or subject to different conditions. If within 
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1 such p'eriod any such resolution is passed authorizing payment 

2 . of such award in a reduced amount. or subject to different 

3 conditions, payment of such award may be made in con-

4 formity wit~ the terms of such resolution. 

5 PROCEEDINGS UNDER OTHER STATUTES 

6 SEc. 9. {a) Nothing contained in this Act shall-

7 ( 1) preveJ?.t. any depa.rtment e-r defense agency of 

8 Mte United Sta.tes from making any payment to any 

9 inventor cont7,ibv,tor pursuant to any other provision of 

10 law; or 

11 f.B- har fhl1:'Y inventor from proseel+tffi.g ooy sffit i!t · 

12 the Ge-Hr-t ef Cla.ims pursuant to section !400. of title gg 

13 ei -tlte.Yfti-ted Sifttes Ge4e'wttfi re.sp€e-t ~ ooy inYention, 
. . 

. 14 or frem-reeovering judgment ffi ftfiJ stl:Cfi stli-k 

15 -fBt NB iw;entor shall oo entitled to receiY() ooy award 

16 fHlrstmnt to -tffis Ae-t -with respect to ooy nP.Tention 

17 . -fl+ fer -..-dlich he has 1·eceiYed ftfiY compensation 

18 (othm· -thftfl: salfll·y received fer senTices rendered as ftfi 

19 officer or employee of -the Goym·nment) · 'l:ffifter ·a.ny e-ther 

20 p1·ovision of ffiw.t or 
- . 

21 f.B- wi-tll . respect to which fie ltfts instituted tbll-J" 

22 sffi.t ffi -the Court of Claims for eomiJensation ptll'Stlftft-t to 

23 section !400 of -title :2-8 of the United S-t&tes God€ bm' 

24 any cont?'·ibutu?' from prosecut·ing: any sv:it under any 

25 other provision of law. 
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[COMMITTEE PRINT] 
MAy 24, 1952 

82o CONGRESS 
2o SESSION H. Ro 7316 

A BILL 
To authorize the establishment of an Im·entions 

lnvim.tive Contributions Awards Board 
within the Department of Defense, and for 
other puq:>Oses . 

J3y Mr. GELLER 

. l\f<\RCI! 31, 1952 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

_. ,;: .-


