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10 Avgust 1955

Colonal Mauleby Forrest
President, Riverbank Laboratories
Qleneva, Tllinois

Demar Colonel Forrest:

Ouy last exchange of letters seems to bave taken place in Mey of
1954 but the other day I received, without any comment, a letter which
ws forvardsd to me from & chap who wants to azguire some of those
Biverbank publications. FPlease thank your secretary for the courtesy.

Yor some weeks now I have wvanted to write you a lsiter to tell you
¢f & rudical change In my personal affairc. On 3 April last, Just abhout
a week after my return from & very fine trip abrosd on official dusiness,
I suffered a coronary occlusion which put me in the hospital for a wmonth.
I was home convalescing and in the third week thereof I bhad another sttackp
again T was $n the hospital for sdout & month. I am home now and appear
t0o be getting along all right except that the hot weather hes Interfered
with ny peogress scomewbai, In regaining strengih, for it bas been much
too warm to 4o any walking In the open air.

As s conseguence of my 1llness snd the necessity for slowing down

a lot, especially at my age, 1t was deemed best that I retire from active
Civil Bervice and I 414 so as of 1 August.

¥hot proupts me to write you now is to recall to you dur driaef
afscussion in 1952 about a project of resesarch which I thought I might
e to undertake after I retired from setive duty. You will remerber,
perhaps, that I talked about & "Voynich Manuscript” whick bas been known
for seversl hundred years but which has prver been deciphered. ¥ow, it
seems to me, would be an opportune oecasion for me to write you to ask
wiether you would still be interested in .supporting some research in an
attenpt to solve the secret writing in thet manuseript. I would, of
course, have the tiwms for such a yproject, and the inclination to solwe
it has been one of many years standing, so that I think some good results
2ould be obtained. MNoreover, I believe thet I know why this yiddle bhas
eluvded 21} the gsavantis and experts who hmve sttempted to solve 1% for so
may years in the past, whieh oaturally means that I think I now know
how to proceed in & real attermpt io unravel Yhe mystery.

I 4o not want you to begome apprebensive at once, and shy away
from entertainivg the idea of Riverbank supporting such a project, on
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the ground that it might involve a lot of money. Thet is far fron being
tha casel & 1ittle mouey would go m long wey because there tsn't much
involved except some very careful transcription of texts, some IBM fabu~
Isting, and then = gooldly smount of solitary brain work and mental pers-
piration that goes with 4t, On the cther btand, to solve the myntery wonld
bring wide acc¢laim in the scholarly world anywy, 1f not in the world at
large, for whatever instituilon would back the project, 1f I wre success-

Hoping o hear Irom you soon and with most cordisl greetings, I am
ﬂincemly’,

WILLIAM ¥. FPRIEDMANR

P.8. I enclose s clipping of possible interest. Curiously, the

sanouncement was @ide tha very day 1 Msd my first heart
attack - Yut there wasn't any connection between the two

svents}
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